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RAGWORT

You may call me what you like  -  

stinking willy, mare's fart, cankerwort -

but I am no smelly mongrel:

I am St James's flower

with my thirteen petals and my golden heart.

My stems are smooth and hairless,

a climbing frame for bronze caterpillars;

the Cinnabar and the Knot Horn are my moths.

Touch me and I will sting you;

yank me and I will have the stronger grip.

Yes, I am noxious, an 'injurious weed',

not easily broken. I seize acres. 

I poison horses and cattle that crop me. 

Fumble at my roots in heavy duty gloves,

lever me out with spades, burn me. As you like.

My seeds lie deep and wide

beyond the reach of control orders.

I am a tough foe. I hold my piece of earth.

