THE  END  OF  WAR

saveas@hotmail.co.uk l“A story should have a beginning, a middle and an end,

but not necessarily in that order”
Jean-Luc Godard

On 15th  July 1995 a man was who was settling a resaurant bill for himself and two companions drew the cashier's attention to a diner who was slumped over a table nearby.  The cashier alerted the manager.  The manager failed to elicit any response and rang 999.  An ambulance arrived at the Conall Cearnach dining room in the Slieve Russell hotel in Ballyconnell and took the diner to Cavan General Hospital.  He was admitted to the I.C.U. and placed on a ventilator.  Tests were run with no conclusive evidence of any particular medical problem.  Martin Moran, as informed by a driving licence found in his jacket pocket, died at 11:16 a.m. on the 17th July.


Two Gardaí called to the restaurant the following day.  They established that little was known about the man.  They visited the address on the driving licence where they got no reply.  The neighbours informed them that the man seemed to have lived alone and to have spent a lot of time fishing. They returned to the station and completed a report form.  


Shortly after the incident an abondoned car, a Toyota Corolla, that was registered to Martin Moran, was removed to a disposal yard where the fishing rods and accessories from the car and boot were shared out.  Unexamined, the car was crushed.


A coroner's inquest heard that post-mortem examination established that the subject was male, approximately seventy years of age, in good health, a smoker with expensive dental work.  There wa no evidence of ill health or morbid disease.  The cause of death was recorded as cardiac arrest.  A verdict of death from natural causes was returned.


The body was removed to the morgue of Cavan General Hospital where ir was discovered two years later, during re-modelling.  Martin Moran was interred in Cullies cemetery.  Near Ballyconnell, in the townland of Derryginny, “the oak copse of discarded things”, there is a medium sized bungalow where Martin Moran used to live.  


Had the house been searched at the time the following would have been found:
Clothes: 
Inner and outer garments with a variety of labels, European and American
Documents:   An Irish passport in the name of Martin Moran

Seven other passports, from various countries in various names, all with

photographs of the same person and various visa and travel stamps 

Bank statements for an account in Bank of Ireland, Foster Place, Dublin in the name of Martin Moran of Derryginny, Ballyconnell, with a balance of around IR£ 50,000, showing withdrawals, mainly in cash, from various Bank of Ireland branches and regular deposits from a numbered account in Julius Baer Group AG, Basel.
Miscl:

3 bottles of Jameson Whiskey, 2 bottles of St. Hallvard likør, several small 

bottles of grappa, variously flavoured



Small amounts of monies in various currencies




 A piece of wood carved into the shape of a troupe of five limked elephants

The house now lies derelict - the gates bent and rusted - the grass overgrown and littered with plastic.  Tufts of grass grow in the guttering - the windows are broken.  The back door hangs open - empty cider flagons and butts of rollies litter the floors in every room.  
Cad é sin don té sin nach mbaineann sin dó
What concern is that to anyone whom it doesn't concern






Irish Proverb

The Congo “gained” independence in 1960 after which vied for power and it's symbiosis, money.  Moise Tshombe, a “businessman”, gained control of Katanga, one province of the Congo, and called for it to be recognised as an “independent” country.  This call was supported by Belgium and France.  Killing and looting ensued and the United Nations sent in a “peace keeping” force.  


On 18 September 1961 Dag Hjalmar Agne Carl Hammarskjöld, Secretary General of the United Nations, was en route to oversee negotiations for a cease fire between the Katanganese troops and those of the United Nations when his plane crashed at Ndola, northern Rhodesia.  All on board were killed.  


The circumstances of the crash were disputed. - it was due, variously, to pilot error, the hill where the plane crashed not being marked on charts, the plane being hit by a missile, a bomb on board had exploded/ or had been detonated.  The C.I.A. hinted that the K.G.B. had been involved.  t.  The K.G.B. leaked that it was caused by the C.I.A.  Belgian special forces, French agents, whoever, had engaged an assassin.  Interest in the matter duly fizzled out.  What are supposed to be the remains of Dag Hammarskjöld lie in Uppsala old cemetery. 
I must rejoice beyond the bounds of time .. though the world may shudder at my joy,

and in its coarseness know not what I mean.
Joris-Karl Huysmans “À Rebors”
after Jan Van Ruysbroeck


At the 38th Academy awards in 1965 David Lean's “Doctor Zhivago” won five Oscars.  Boris Pasternak's novel had been published by Giangiacomo Feltrinelli who had also sold the film rights.


Feltrinelli was an active member of PCI, the Italian Communist party and had fought in the second world war against the German army and thst of Benito Mussolini. 




The regime in Moscow was unhappy with both the publication of  Dr. Zhivago and it's subsequent success as a movie.  

Feltrinelli resigned his membership of the PCI.


Apart from publishing eltrinelli had inherited a majority shareholding in the family bank - Banca Fetrinelli – trading as Banca Unione.  


Atter the war one Michele Sindona became a key figure in banking, consolidating many of the small banks in Italy, including Banca Unione, which he bought from Feltrinelli.  It was believed that Sindona was “encouraged” to buy Banca Unione by his friend, Giovanni Battista Montini, later Pope Paul VI.  The Vatican Bank had a shareholding in Banca Unione and it was “inappropriate” to have a business relationship with a known communist.  It did not seem “inapproprite” to have a relationship with Sindona, a senior mafioso who was later, while serving a prison sentence for his part in the murder of one Giorgio Ambrosoli, was given coffee laced with cyanide in his cell and died.


  Feltrinelli continued his contact with left wing groups and published the writings of Castro, Che Guevara and Ho Chi Minh.  It was also rumoured that he gave financial support to the Palestine Liberation Front.


On the 15th of March, 1972, Giangiacomo Feltrinelli was found dead at the foot of a pylon carrying high-voltage wires near Milan.  He had been killed by his own bomb while attempting to blow up the pylon or, alternatively, he, and the bomb, had been strapped to the pylon and the bomb had been detonated by another party.  

And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled

for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet









Matthew 24:6

On the afternoon of 29 November 1970, a man and his two daughters were hiking in Isdalen in Bergen, Norway.  Alerted by a burning smell, they discovered the charred body of a woman.  
Near the body was an empty bottle of St. Hallvard likør - plastic water-bottles, a passport container, an umbrella, a purse, a matchbox, a watch, two earrings, a ring and twelve “Fenemal'' sleeping pills.  Beneath the was a fur hat which had traces of petrol on it.  

An autopsy found soot in her lungs, indicating she was alive as she burned, and also found that her neck was bruised, probaly from a fall or a blow.  It also found that she had consumed between 50 and 70 sleeping pills.  It was concluded that the woman had died from a combination of incapacitation by phenobarbital and carbon monoxide poisoning.

Investigators from the Nowegian Police found two suitcases at Bergen railway station.  Fingerprints on a pair of sunglasses in one of these were matched to fingerprints on the corpse of  the “Isdal woman”, as she was now referred to.  It emerged that the Isdal Woman had travelled around Norway and Europe using at least eight fake passports, often wearing wigs.  

She had stayed at hotels in Bergen and had, variously, told staff that she was a travelling saleswoman or a dealer in antiquities.  She had been heard speaking German, Flemish and broken English. The woman was never identified and the case was closed by the Finnish Security Service.  Missile testing had been conducted in some of the areas where the woman had been. On 5 February 1971, the Isdal Woman was given a Catholic burial in an unmarked grave within the Møllendal graveyard in Bergen.
Å koka bort i kålen
Boiled away in the cabbage
       Norwegian Proverb
When Conall was born it was prophesied that he would cut, like a scythe, through the warriors of Connaught.  His mother, Findchoem's, brother, Cet mac Máthac, a fearsome Connaught warrior, on hearing this prophesy, took the child, put him under his heel and tried to break his neck, but only damaged it, leaving Conall with a crooked (Cearnach) neck,  Following the deaths of Conchubar and his eldest son, Comac, the lordship of Uladh was offered to Conall Cernach.  Unknown to most, Conall had contracted the withering sickness and declined, proposing Cúscraid, his foster son instead.  

Lest his sickness, if it became known, would be an embarrassment to Cúscaid, he sought refuge in Madhbh's residence, Cruachan.  In spite of the enmity between the Connaught and the Ulaidh Conall's request was granted and he moved there to see out his years.  


But Madhbh had a difference in her mind.  Madhbh made three stipulations of any consort, that they be without fear, meaness or jealousy.  Although Ailil, her official consort and co-ruler had agreed to abide to these stipulation it was an appearance only.  He had man-fits over the years caused by Madhbh's constant desire for bed mates.  It was said that before she met Fergus mac ro-Each, Madhbh would take to her thirty men of a night but that she would be satisfied with Fergus three times of a night.  

After the Táin Bó Cuailigne, Madhbh and Fergus, no longer distracted with wars and incursions, were wont to spend their days in each other's company - to Ailill's exclusion and agitation.


One day Ailill chanced to see Fergus swimming in a lake with Madhbh and was overcome with a jealous rage.  He called to him his brother, Lugaid, who was blind.  “Hear now, Lugaid, those deer playing in the water.  Sweet it would be to us to feast on one - shoot your best spear so that you can kill one of them and claim the champion's portion.”  

Lugaid listened for a bearing and cast his spear.  The spear flew straight into the chest of Fergus.  Fergus drew the spear out of him and cast it back where it killed Ailill's deerhound.  Fergus then fell down dead.


Early on May Day Ailill was meeting with a woman at the side of the rath.  Conall was sizing spears nearby.  Madhbh went there whether for suspicion of Ailill's company keeping or to exact a revenge for the death of Fergus we cannot know.


There was a movement in a hazel bush by the side of the rath. Madhbh saw it and knew it for what it was.  

Madhbh then spoke to Conall.  “It is a sore thing to me that Ailill has caused the death of Fergus and now struts around this place  It would be a small thing to me to strike him but for the fine his people would levy on me.”  


Then said Conall “truly, here is a revenge for Fergus, who was as a brother to me!"  He threw a spear at the hazel bush and it passed into Ailill from one side of him to the other.


“I am wounded” cried Ailill and his men came to carry him into the rath.  
“Who has done this” they asked.  "Conall did it", says Ailill.  "Not I” said Conall.  “You it was” said Madhbh, for fear of retribution by Ailill’s men.  

Ailill then cursed and said  to Conall, “Take yourself away from my face before I die because after my death the men of Connaught will kill you."  


Conall took to his chariot while Ailill died in the rath.  


Then did Madhbh pledge a bounty to the three wolves, the Martine, for the head of Conall.  


It was Conall's intent to escape into the safety of Uladh, but far after him followed the men of Connaught.  Conall reached the ford on the river Gráinne, the boundary between Connaught and Uladh, where miners were wont to wash ore upstream.  Into the ford he went but the troubled water of the ore washing and it's tailings reached him and held his chariot fast in the river.  


Great slaughter he made but he was overwhelmed and the three wolves of Martine exacted a revenge for Ailill and cut off his head to claim their reward from Madhbh.  


From that day to this is this place known as Béal Átha Chonaill, the river crossing of Conall or, in the strangers language, Ballyconnell.
Only the dead have seen the end of war
George Santayana

